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up of the Indian Empire by England has been a work carried out
under trying and difficult circumstances with courage, energy,
probity and sacrifice. It has rendered great service to the
Indians in that it has given them to an extent undreamed of in the
past security of life and property. It has fought cholera and the
plague on their behalf. It has eliminated starvation as a necessary
sequence of famine ; though as a result of these benefits the
greatest of all problems, that of the danger of a population too
vast for the production of the country to support, has arisen.
It has facilitated travel—and the Indian is a great traveller—by
the construction of a network of railways. By the introduction
of systems of irrigation it has given him new fields to till. But
the task before the Government is still in its infancy. The
country is so vast, the population—350 millions—so immense
that India may be said to be insatiable. As year succeeds year,
and decade follows decade, each with its new requirements, new
processes and new policies, the duties and responsibilities of
Government, whatever may be its future form or constitution,
will become still more arduous.
It may be doubted whether the Government of India has been
fully alive to the universal crisis that is so deeply readjusting
values in all parts of the world, or to the attitude that this crisis
demanded. Engrossed in the studies of its own problems it
would seem to have profited too little by the problems of other
and similar situations elsewhere. It appears to have been
wanting in pliability and to have lacked imagination, and thus
to have laid itself open, rightly or wrongly, to an accusation of
obstruction. There are men of initiative and constructive
imagination, but their work, whenever it threatens to break
away from accepted convention, has been hindered and ham-
pered by the adherents to traditional routine. It is not that
the Government has become more conservative than formerly.
On the contrary, its attitude is more liberal but it is still far
from emerging from its atmosphere of autocratic seclusion.
The wheels of the machine turn but turn very ponderously.
The poverty of the people of India is great. The majority of
the population lives suspended between insufficiency and actual
want. It cannot be denied that the welfare of the Indian has not
received the attention it deserved. Two causes account for this—
first, the vast sums of money that have been lavished, largely
upon military expenditure, have reduced the funds available for
other purposes ; and, secondly, it must be confessed that the

